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BLUE GUM COUNTRY ESTATE 

 
A Brief History 
 
The first title deed to what is now known as Blue Gum Country Estate was granted in 1839 to an unknown farmer.  
Long before this, the area was home to a band of hunter gatherers known as Khoisan.  They gathered food in both 
the mountains and along the coast, seldom staying in one area for long, as they were well aware of their long-term 
impact on resources.  Typically, these groups of hunter gatherers comprised of a few small, but related family 
groups (10-25).  The men would hunt for small animals such as duiker, grysbok, steenbok, birds, tortoises and rock 
rabbit, whilst the women and children would gather berries, roots, fruit and other edible plants from the veld 
(vegetation).  Occasionally they were fortunate enough to catch an antelope as large as an Eiland.  At the coast they 
would catch fish and octopus and collect mussels and other edible shellfish.  The Khoisan was never known to keep 
small stock or domesticated animals.  They had few possessions and travelled lightly.  
 
Once the Cape colony was established, in 1652, the Dutch settlers began to explore the interior in search of fresh 
supplies, minerals, other resources and later farming lands.  Subsequently they encountered the Khoisan, clashing 
with them over these resources.  The Dutch settlers brought with them stock animals and began farming crops.  
The Khoisan, traditional users of the land and all its resources, viewed the stock as fair game and hunted them.  The 
Khoisan, with their bows and arrows, were no match for the Dutch muskets and rifles and suffered heavy casualties.  
As these frontier skirmishes settled many of the Khoisan were enslaved on farms and many of their descendants still 
live on farms within the area. 
 
Stanford was founded in 1857 and named after Sir Robert Stanford, who until 1839 had owned a farm in what is 
now the village.  Prior to the establishment of the town, Stanford was known as the Klein Rivier Valley Farm.  Blue 
Gum is located on the Klein Rivier which flows through the farm and down towards Stanford.  For most of the last 
few centuries Blue Gum was part of the farm that is now known as Klein Rivier Cheese Factory (that you pass as 
you travel towards us).  In the 1930’s it was subdivided into an independent agricultural unit know as Portion 3 of 
the farm Klein Rivier.  Traditionally a vegetable and small stock farm, Blue Gum has produced everything from 
artichokes to sunflowers and pigs to sheep with each successive owner trying to squeeze as much out of the nutrient 
poor sandy soil as possible.  Unfortunately each farmer left the soil and the farm poorer when they sold it. 
 
In 1999 Blue Gum farm was bought by Zane Campbell Gibson and renamed Blue Gum Country Estate.  He and 
his wife, Marian, settled here with the idea of starting a small Bed & Breakfast.  Old sheds were knocked down and 
rebuilt into the Mountain View Rooms, old garages were fixed up to create the main dining room and two self-
catering units were converted into the bar and lounge areas.  The first hectare of Shiraz was planted in August of 
2002. 
 
Nic and Nicole Dupper joined Blue Gum in 2004 and put the estate on track restoring the landscape and creating an 
unforgettable country retreat with a reputation for fine food and gracious hospitality.  They have now moved on to 
other ventures. 
 
Zane and Marian’s youngest daughter, Aimee took over Blue Gum with her husband Geoff in 2008.  She studied 
Hospitality Management at the Cape Town Hotel School.  Her passion was to see Blue Gum grow into a tranquil, 
relaxing, sough-after retreat for those guests who need to unwind from everyday life and work stress.  She too has 
moved on and is now settled back in Cape Town. 
 
Guests regularly return to Blue Gum.  Those favouring small family run establishments will often notice the changes 
each time they visit.  The vineyards will grow and expand, 4 hectares of Sauvignon Blanc and 3 hectares of Merlot 
are planned for the future.  The river will be cleared of alien vegetation and opened up for fly fishing in the 
wonderful Hippo holes that store water through the hot summer months.  Also planned is a wooden viewing deck 
to be built over the dam in front of the main lodge which will hopefully be stocked with koi.  There are also 
sensitively constructed foot paths on the mountain with viewing and relaxing areas planned where guests can gain an 
appreciation of the mountain fynbos that is so precious and grows so well in harsh conditions.  One can also catch a  
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glimpse of our lone springbok, Carpaccio III.  He was usurped as leader of the large herd found on our neighbours 
farm, White Water. 
 
In October 2011,  Anton, Tarryn and their young sons took over the running and management of Blue Gum with 
the goal of making it a family run, family friendly estate.  A baby daughter, Annabelle was born in 2013 and 2 
Border Collies, Barke and Skye also call Blue Gum home. 
 
For Anton and Tarryn Blue Gum is about quality, attention to detail, good food and wine, tranquillity and 
relaxation, taking time to do nothing, enjoying the views, stargazing, savouring the fresh clean air and redefining 
values and lifestyles.  These are important components that our busy lives seem to have lost.  Very often less is 
much, much more.  The journey for them, and you, is just beginning. 
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